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Study on the system of collaborative environmental governance in
the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area

Jiang Li, Zhuang Weiguang

Abstract: As an important area of cross—regional collaborative environmental governance, the
Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area has initially constructed an action framework for
collaborative environmental governance. However, a systematic review and analysis of the current situation
of collaborative environmental governance in the Greater Bay Area reveals that a series of structural
problems still exist. These problems include serious fragmentation of the collaborative environmental
governance mechanism, obvious regional differences in the environmental governance system, and
insufficient legal effect of the governance rules. In order to solve the many difficulties, there is an urgent
need to build a unified and systematic Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area collaborative
environmental governance system. Specifically, to enhance the systematisation of the collaborative
environmental governance mechanism, to bridge regional differences in environmental governance
systems, and to incorporate the soft collaborative environmental governance mechanism into the hard
legal system. These measures will help the development of the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay
Area collaborative environmental governance system and the construction of a beautiful Bay Area where
harmonious coexistence between human beings and nature.

Key words: The Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area ; Ecological Environmental

Protection ; Regional Collaborative Governance System
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