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Labor, Distribution,and the “Free Country”
—From the Dimension of “History and Class”
in the Critique of the Gotha Programme

L1 Xueyang

Abstract  “Critique of The Gothic Program” is Marx’s “soul-saving” work in his later years. in a state far
from “enjoyment”. Marx adopted again in the literature criticism style, combined with the literature regarding
short and the topics are scattered, thus,some people narrowly believe that this document is only a manifestation
of factionalism,or superficially refer to it as a “straightforward” or even “crude” “empirical statement”. The
mistake with this view lies in ignoring the inherent inheritance of this criticism and Marx’s previous thought or
theory,ignoring this criticism is actually the concentrated embodiment of some mature views of Marx in his
later years,in particular,ignoring Marx’s revelation and criticism of labor, distribution, the “Free Country” and
other issues in “Gotha Programme”, which seems scattered and simple, but in fact consistently points out the
deepest and most fundamental drawback that the “retrogressive” “Gotha Programme” lacks historical and class
analysis dimension.
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